ChinaAid Women’s Rights Without Frontiers
Bob Fu, President Reggie Littlejohn, President
www.chinaaid.org www.womensrightswithoutfrontiers.org

China: Best Practices -- Infanticide
“What if the infant is still alive after induced labor?”
November 10, 2009
Hearing Before the U.S. Congressional
Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission

The following web-format discussion was copied from a current website for Chinese
gynecologists and obstetricians. The name of the thread is “What if the infant is still alive after
induced labor?” Posts to the thread date from April 13 through April 28, 2009. The English
translations have been embedded into the webpage, so that those interested can have a direct
view of the website with the original Mandarin text. The English-only translation of this
document is ““Case 4” in the Report by ChinaAid and Women’s Rights Without Frontiers
entitled, ““New Evidence Regarding China’s One-Child Policy -- Forced Abortion, Involuntary
Sterilization, Infanticide and Coercive Family Planning, November 10, 2009, Hearing Before the
U.S. Congressional Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission,” submitted simultaneously

with this Report.
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China gynecologist & obstetrician Website
http://bbs.china-obgyn.net/dispbbs 20 52052 1.html

[Note: this is a national website in which gynecologists & obstetricians from all over
the country can comment. ]
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My hospital has applied induced labor using an Ethacridine injection
to an 18-vyear-old premarital pregnant girl. But because she had
already been pregnant for & months when given induced labor, the
infant was born alive. The girl's family members made a big noise that

they wanted to leave the infant in our hospital for us to raise it up.
What should we do now?
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2009-3-14 14:16:00 Fengjingduhao:
You need the family members' signature for induced labor.

Also you need their signature to decide what to do with the
infant after induced labor.
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wuhulili;
But thevy didn't sign for it.
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0 %4 - 0 SEf - 2008-8- Actually you should have punctured the fetus’ skull. By doing this

98 22-04-00 there will be less damage and also you won't get an infant born alive.
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This is really troublesome. I haven't met this problem before. But my
mo- e,
SR BEFTLAL chief in my hospital told us that we should try our best to avoid getting
F : 61549 : 715 B infants coming out alive.
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likailian:
There are some pregnant women that are over 28 weeks pregnant or
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even nine months pregnant asking for induced labor. Some of them
ask for it because they don't have "Birth Permits"; some of them are
premarital pregnancies; some of them want boys but they get girls so
they are not satisfied. It is illegal to kill the infants alive after they are
born, but we also want to help those women. Sometimes we also have
to do this for the profit of our department. What do you think?

So I agree with the 4th comment (puncturing the fetus’ skull before it

is born).
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Yumihua:

We usually don't do induced labor to women who are over 28 weeks
pregnant. Even if we have to do this, we will inform them that the
infants might be still alive after induced labor. It is a life after the
infant is born. We couldn't just kill them like that. Many women
decided not to do induced labor after hearing my advice. I myself
won't do induced labor for the profit of my department or under the
request of those pregnant women, because I am afraid that I will be
sued someday if I it.
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It is very common in my area. Over 90% of 35-week infants died
under induced labor. Most of them died of skull puncture. Some
were alive but if the pregnant women's family members didn't want

them, they would be left in trashcans. Some of them could still live
for one to two days.
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Yingzi:

This discussion is already beyond the medical field.
However, we often meet this kind of problem. We don't do
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induced labor without medical signs or medical symptoms.

-- You need the family members' signature for induced labor.
Also you need their signature to decide what to do with the
infant after induced labor.

This is a good idea.
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As long as the infant is born alive, he has the right to live. We
cannot make a life disappear. However, we could make fetuses
die before they are born, by means of heart puncture or so...
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Bingyu2008:

Usually the induced labor is for the out-of-plan pregnancies. In my hospital
we do induced labor under the population and family planning official
documents. This is something about the population and family planning
policy. This is a state policy! If the infant comes out alive after induced labor,
it will violate the policy. Also if the infant's family finds out that the infant is
alive, it is a failure to us, and a medical accident. If we just throw the infant
alive to a trashcan and it dies there, we will be sued by its family when they
sec it. My point is that for induced labor, no matter how many months the
infants are, we can never let infants come out alive, nor should any signs of
life of the infants be shown to their families. For infants that are over 38
weeks, we need to listen to their embryocardia. If they do have embryocardia,
don't tell their mothers or family members first. Instead, prepare 95%
absolute alcohol to inject into the infant's fontanelle and postpone the labor
[to make sure the infant is dead]. This can also protect ourselves. However, if
the pregnant woman is about to give birth and already has uterine
contractions when sent to hospital, there is nothing we could do. They will
have to take the infant alive back home as well.

SIGHATURE
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Bingyu2008:
Quote from Damohuyang's comment at 20:40pm 04-14-2009:
It is very common in my area. Over 90% of 35-week infants died
under induced labor. Most of them died of skull puncture. Some were
alive but if the pregnant women's family members didn't want them,
they would be left in trashcans. Some of them could still live for 1-2

days.

Hey teacher! For the infants after induced labor using Ethacridine
injection, even if they are still alive, they won't make it for too long
will they? Isn't Ethacridine injection harmful and poisonous to infants?

Thanks!
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Wuerhe:

fiff - 2007-3-12 23:03:00 I have heard that there are infants surviving from the Ethacridine
injection induced labor. And they grow up in good health
condition. However, after all Ethacridine is poisonous. It is not
guaranteed [that the infant will survive].
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Quote from Wuerhe's comment at 20:43pm 04-15-
2009:

I have heard that there are infants surviving from
the Ethacridine injection induced labor. And they
erow up in good health condition. However, after all
Ethacridine 1s poisonous. It is not guaranteed [that
the infant will survive].

Indeed, what if the infant survives but has any sequelae?

11



"

huixinzhang

&

Mk ClgmE it a
FREEEEm

4 EFETNL AL EF ;195
o 223 AE : 5 B4 : 0%
: 2008-10-7 14:35:00

Will we be sued by its family?
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huixinzhang:

Quote from Yingzi's comment at 20:46pm 04-14-
2009:

This discussion is already beyond medical field.
However, we often met this kind of problems. We
don't do induced labor without medical signs or

medical symptoms.

--It needs the family members' signature for induced
labor. Also it needs their signature to decide what to
do with the infant after induced labor.
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This is a good idea.

It is the problem of ethic and human rights. This is
troublesome.
I agree with Yingzi.
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1 agree with Xuexia's opinion.

13:07:00
[Note:
Xuexia's opinion:
Actually you should have punctured the fetus’ skull. By
doing this there will be less damage and also you won't
get an alive infant.]
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1 don't know why but I feel this is
really cruel!
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¥ : 289 14 : 390 E Enaccyw:
R _ We usually ask those pregnant women's families to sign for the
D LRREE 0 R agreement first. Also we learned from our teachers and chiefs: there
2003-5-31 9:41:00 must not be any infant born alive from induced labor. Before it is born,
use a stethoscope to listen to its embryocardia. If it has embryocardia
then inject absolute alcohol into the infant's fontanelle when it is being
born.
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